64        A STUDY IN CONSCIOUSNESS

experiences in other worlds. By these it remains unaffected,
being incapable of responding to them, and it sleeps through
its long night in undisturbed repose.1

When the time for reincarnation comes, and the presence
of the permanent atom renders possible the fertilization of
the ovum from which the new body is to grow,2 its key-note
sounds out, and is one of the forces which guide the ethereal
buiider, the elemental charged with the building of the
physical body, to choose the materials suitable for his work,
for he can use none that cannot be to some extent attuned
to the permanent atom. But it is only one of the forces ^
the karma of past fives, mental, emotional, and in relation to
others, demands materials capable of the most varied ex-
pressions : out of that karma, the Lords of Karma have
chosen such as is congruous, /.e., such as can be expressed
through a body of a particular material group ; this congruous
mass of karma determines the material group, over-riding
the permanent atom, and out of that group are chosen by
the elemental such materials as can vibrate in harmony with
the permanent atom, or in discords not disruptive in their
violence. Hence, as said, the permanent atom is only one
of the forces in determining the third " colour ", or " key-
note", or " temperament ", which characJterises each of us.
According to this temperament will be the time of the birth
of the body; it must be born into the world at a time when

1 H. P. BIavatsky throws out a hint as to these <t sleeping atoms".
See The Secret Doctrine, ii, 710.

2 H. P. BIavatsky calls the permanent nucleus of the lower 2^ planes
"the life-atoms"; she says: "The life-atoms of our (prana) life"
principle are never entirely lost when a man dies ; " they are " trans-
mitted from father to son." The Secret Doctrine, ii, 709.